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SUB J : ECUADOREAN SEIZURE OF NICARAGUAN VESSEL "MISS NYLA" 

1. ON THURSDAY, AUGUST 7, AND ECUADOREAN NAVAL VESSEL THE "25 DE 
JLIO" (NOT A FORMER US VESSEL) SEIZED A NICARAGUAN SHRIMPER, THE 
"MISS NYLA", IUST INSIDE ECUADOREAN CLAIMED WATERS FOR FISHING 
WITHOUT AN ECUADOREAN LICENSE. THE "MISS NYLA" WAS TAKEN INTO 
THE PORT OF SAN LORENZO AND THE MATTER HANDED OVER TO THE 
DIRECCION GENERAL DE PESCA TO DECIDE WHAT TO DO. 

2. WE UNDERSTAND FROM ECUADOREAN NAVY SOURCES THAT "MISS NYLA" 
WAS SEIZED APPROXIMATELY 20 MILES OFF THE ECUADOREAN COAST, AT 
LONGITUDE 79 DEGREES 17 MINUTES WEST AND LATITUDE 1 DEGREE 23 
MINUTES NORTH, WHICH WOULD PLACE IT IUST INSIDE THE ECUADOREAN- 
COLOMBIAN LIMIT. ON A LINE DIRECTLY OPPOSITE THE PORT OF SAN 
LORENZO, APPROXIMATELY 45 MILES EAST NORTHEAST OF ESMERALDAS. 
THERE WAS SOME INITIAL CONFUSION ABOUT THE REGISTRY OF THE BOAT 
(WHETHER NICARAGUAN OR COLOMBIAN), BUT IT IS APPARENTLY BEING 
OPERATED ON BEHALF OF A COLOMBIAN FIRM, EMPRESE PEWQUERA DEL 
PACIFICO. IT IS REPORTED TO HAVE 3500 TONS OF SHRIMP IN ITS 
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3. NEWS OF THE SEIZURE OF "MISS NYLA” HAS APPEARED IN 
MAJOR NEWSPAPERS IN GUAYAQUIL AND QUITO, THUS ESTABLISHING 
FOR PUBLIC PURPOSES ECUADOREAN IMPARTIALITY AS TO WHOSE 
BOATS THEY SEIZE AND WHOSE THEY DO NOT. NO FURTHER 
NEWS HAS APPEARED IN THE LAST FIVE DAYS, HOWEVER, LENDING 
THE IMPRESSION THAT THE ECUADOREANS DO NOT WISH TO RISK A 
FLAP WITH COLOMBIA JUST BEFORE THE VISIT OF COLOMBIAN 
PRESIDENT LOPEZ MICHELSON, SCHEDULED TO BEGIN ON AUGUST 22. 
THE GOE IS REPORTED TO BE PLANNING TO MAKE SOME ADJUSTMENTS 
TO THE MARITIME BOUNDARY WITH COLOMBIA. 

BREWSTER 
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